OUR AMBASSADOR KING

the past ten years. And since he himself has so forcibly
struck the note of personal service it is not to be supposed
that he has left any loop-hole for criticism of his example.
Nor are his Comptroller and the Inland Revenue
authorities unacquainted. The sums which these mathe-
maticians collect are calculated upon the Prince's net
resources, and cause as much wagging of heads at
York House as similar verdicts do in other houses.

In the most grandiloquent sense of the phrase, the
Prince is not a wealthy man. But, in his financial affairs,
he is content and he " manages." That in itself is an
achievement. Compared with the past, it is an out-
standing achievement, for not every Prince of Wales
has reconciled position and economy, upkeep and outlay,
** appearance" and real estate with so much success.
Some, we recall, walked carelessly along a primrose way
only to return by a path of thorny reckoning. In the
context of the Prince's own time his achievement in this
respect is notable in that his was a generation which
first of all was subjected to the laxity of an after-war
period, then was sharply pulled up by the strictures of
economic adjustment. For how many wealthy men of
that generation have these conditions proved too sore
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